Notes: 1) important sea eagle data has been highlighted for ease of reference.

            2) map of the island: www.iberica2000.org/documents/EOLICA/MAPS/Smola_island_Norway.JPG





SMOLA WINDFARM

The Norwegian Ornithological Society complaint, dated 2nd February 2001, to the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy was made up of four important issues:

………………….

…………………………..

…………………………………  (extract)

The planned development area is considered to have an especially important function for maintaining biological diversity, in particular for a number of bird species. For some red -listed species, the area has a particularly significance, and for White - tailed Eagle the area is of outstanding importance in a global context. (Check below)

Bird fauna

For a number of bird species, the development area and the close vicinity is of major importance. In the Environmental Impact Assessments there is a one -sided focus on red -listed species, while in a biodiversity context it should also be important to assess the impact for a number of other bird species. Especially the following species:

8 Red-throated Diver

In the Norwegian National Red List, the Red diver is classified as “conservation demanding ”. In Southern Norway the population has been declining for the last 50 -60 years. In the county Møre & Romsdal the species occurs in low numbers, and only Smøla municipality is considered to have a population of the species (approx. 20 pairs). Approx.1/3 of these pairs occurs in the mentioned zone I. The occurrence of the species is, however, not sufficiently mapped on the archipelago.

9 Whooper Swan

In the Norwegian National Red List the species is classified as "rare". In Norway, like in our neighbouring countries, the species has had a positive population development during the latest 50-60 years. Whooper swans winter in the Smøla archipelago, and is especially frequent on the island where the wind mills are planned. The whooper swans migrates back and forth between the different grazing spots, which incur a high migratory activity through the planned developing area. It is assumed that at least 200-400 Whooper Swans utilise these grazing areas throughout the winter.

10 Greylag Goose
This is the most important species for hunting on Smøla, and it have had a considerable

population growth in Norway during the last 50 years. The development area is partly a breedingarea, but no quantitative data exist for this function. The area is in addit ion an important feeding ground on berries for the species in late summer, and is also used as a staging ground during the autumn hunt.

11 White-tailed Eagle

This species has been emphasised during the planning process for the wind -mills on Smøla. In the Norwegian Red List, it possess status as “conservation demanding” because there has been a positive population development during the latest 30 years. On the IUCNs Red List, the White - tailed Eagle has status as "vulnerable" , and it is underlined that Norway has the global main responsibility for securing this species (and the only species where Norway has the main responsibility for the breeding situation). The development area occupies the whole area for a concentrated breeding cluster of 12 -13 pairs, of which 10 or 11 is situated within an area of 10 km2. In a global scale this concentration is unique. In addition at least another 8 pairs will be affected by the power transmission lines. The total population in Smøla is estimated to 65 –70 pairs, and the mentioned breeding concentration in the development area has a much higher reproduction as compared to the pairs breeding on the skerries outside the main island. Ringing results shows that collision with electricity installations is the most serious cause of death in juvenile White-tailed Eagles. Results from American radio-telemetry studies on Golden Eagles indicates that also White-tailed Eagles may be especially vulnerable to collision with wind -mills.
12 Golden Eagle
Status as ”rare” on the Norwegian Red List. Traditionally the species winters on Smøla, and may be seen all over the archipelago. During the latest years one adult pair has shown territorial behaviour, and indicated breeding on the island. This pair has used the development area as hunting ground . American radio telemetry studies (Altamont Pass, California) has shown that collision with wind mills is by far the dominant cause of death in the local Golden Eagle population surrounding the wind farm area, and that electrocution on the power transmiss ion structures are the second most important cause of death (these two factors together makes up more than half of the total mortality).

13 Gyrfalcon

This species has status as ”vulnerable” on the National Red List. It winters on Smøla and is hunting throughout the whole area.

14 Peregrine

After a marked population increase during the last 25 years, the species has status as ”vulnerable” on the Norwegian Red List. It has established as a breeding species on Smøla during the very last years, close to the development area, and it is frequently observed hunting and passing by within the planned development area.

· According to American research projects and experience, raptors are especially vulnerable to collision against wind mills. (meeting summary from NWCC National Avian Wind Power Planning Meeting IV, 16 -17. May 2000), and the conclusions here is that wind mills may constitute a serious threat to raptor populations in areas where wind mill parks are located in areas important to these species

15 Smøla Willow Grouse (L.L. variegatus)

The local variant of Willow Grouse have had status as subspecies, and is adapted to exploit the resources in the coastal heath areas. Further investigations indicates that the local variant on Smøla deviates in some details fro m the birds on the adjacent islands Frøya and Hitra. The status as a subspecies has traditionally been accepted in general, but the ssp. is however, not mentioned in the Norwegian Red List, even if it should apply according to the criteria, and in protecti on of biodiversity, such considerations are important. The areas that will be affected by the planned wind mills are among the most important breeding areas for the ssp., although it occurs throughout the whole island.

16 Dunlin (ssp. schinzi)

This ssp. of Dunlin has status as "critically endangered" on the Norwegian Red List. The

population has been dramatically declining in its former distribution area. At present, a

population of 50-100 pairs in south -western Norway is the only significant population further south in Norway (information from Zool. Mus. in Bergen). The ssp. status on Smøla is not confirmed through systematic research, but field identification cues indicates that the Smøla population belongs to this subspecies. If so, this would be by far the most significant sub - population of the ssp. in Norway. It is a major weakness in the Environmental Impact Assessment that this question is not elucidated. Dunlins breed over larger parts of Smøla, but it is important to notice a high density of breeding pairs within the planned development area.

17 Eagle Owl

The status on the Norwegian Red List is ”vulnerable”, and the population seems to have declined in numbers along the south -western coast of Norway, and especially in the county of Møre & Romsdal during the 1990's. The situation on Smøla is, however, poorly known, and this is one of the species that is not surveyed, but the planned development area has suitable breeding habitats for the species, and local dialect names in some cliffs in the area indicat es that they are traditional breeding cliffs for Eagle Owls. The species is easily overlooked when surveying the bird fauna during daytime.
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PROPOSED WINDFARM AT SMOLA ISLAND NORWAY

We wrote to you on 8 November 2000 setting out our concerns over this project which would, if it was allowed to proceed, adversely affect bird populations in the Important Bird Area of the Smola Archipelago.

You kindly sent me a copy of the letter of 24 August from the Norwegian Directorate for Nature Management in response to your letter of 12 April. In this letter th e Directorate for Nature Management quote extensively from a letter of 10 July 2001 from the Ministry of the Environment (ME) to the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy (MPE) in which it acknowledges that these proposals could have a serious effect on this important area and particularly on the breeding population of white tailed eagles found there. Despite the fact that the three excerpts quoted from the ME's letter would seem to argue strongly against granting approval to these proposals its final recommendation to the MPE is that it should uphold the decision of the Norwegian Water and Energy Directorate to grant a licence for this work to proceed.

The MPE is likely to announce its final decision in the very near future. In the light of the advice it has received from the ME this will almost certainly be to authorise work to start this year on the first phase of 20 windmills – which, according to up-dated material from 2001, it concedes will lead to destruction of at least 14, perhaps 16 White -tailed Eagle nests and another at least 7 nesting sites being affected by the power lines from the windfarm. The ME recommend that there should be an evaluation of the impact of phase 1 before proceeding with the second phase of a further 52 windmills - although there is nothing in its letter to give any sign that this second phase will not go ahead.

We have taken a number of steps locally to express our concerns – including an open letter to the Prime Minister which has been released to the media. However it is important that these concerns are also raised internationally. It was for this reason that I wrote to you on 24 August giving our detailed analysis of the position and stressing our concern that the recommendation of the ME was based on an inadequate environmental assessment of the impact of these proposals which did not take into account most of the

available scientific information and there are no clear plans for mitigating measures.

I know that this item is on the agenda for the next Bureau meeting in Sept ember. Please could you confirm that these views will be made known to the Bureau at this meeting. NOF and BirdLife International strongly believe that the Standing Committee should be invited to open a file on this case if the proposals go ahead and we would be pleased to provide any further information you may require.

More immediately, the Norwegian authorities will shortly make a decision whether to grant consent for the scheme. We would urgently request the Secretariat to write to the Norwegian Government pointing out the relevance of its Bern Convention obligations to this decision.

Kind regards from the

Norwegian Ornithological Society

NOF – BirdLife Norway

_________________________

Morten Ree, Director

