The Lekuona report, which evidences the death of 650 bats and 6,450 birds, including 409 griffon vultures and 24 eagles and other raptors, was written in Spanish. As it is 147 pages long, and I lack the financial resources to contract a translator, it has not been translated at this end - even though I do read and write Spanish currently (writing a decent translation of 147 pages is time-consuming - and in any event people can get an instant rough translation using the "linguistic tools" link on www.google.com).

A reliable source told me that a high-profile European bird society had paid a translator to translate the whole document in English, and that delivery of the end-result had taken place around Christmas. I hope they will soon make it public, in the interest of science and of the lives of endangered species of birds that are at risk. 

Relying on a bird society's desire for transparency as regards bird mortality at windfarms may be ingenuous on my part, as practically all of them support the erection of as many deadly rotors as possible in the birds' airspace (sad but true). Nevertheless, I have no other choice but to remain hopeful they will release it one day. In the meantime, and to hedge my bet, I have undertaken to translate myself the most significant pages of this controversial report. Here are, for starters, the Title Page and the Summary.  

Note: I intend to translate later, if I can find the time, pages 84 to 90. In the meantime, I suggest you use the Google automatic translator to decipher them. As numbers do not need translation, and numbers are what the controversy is all about, you are now in a position to check for yourself what caused the controversy (see note further down). 

For the full story: www.iberica2000.org/Es/Articulo.asp?Id=1223 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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FLIGHT PATTERNS AND EVALUATION OF BIRD AND BAT MORTALITY IN THE WINDFARMS OF NAVARRE DURING AN ANNUAL CYCLE.

                                                   Jesus Mª Lekuona

                                                           April 2001

Note from the translator: Dr. Lekuona does not flaunt his Phd, but he is actually a doctor in biology, as shown on page 3 of the report.
Summary (5th page from cover)

A survey was conducted from March 2000 to March 2001 regarding flight patterns and mortality among birds and bats in six Navarre windfarms (Salajones, Izco-Aibar, Alaiz-Echague,Guerinda, El Perdón and Leitza-Beruete). Weekly visits were made to each of the farms to analyse flight patterns, their frequency, the risk for bird-life and the actual mortality. 108 species of bird were identified and 95,234 individuals were observed.  141 dead bodies were found – of which 138 birds and 3 bats. The raptor group was most affected by collisions with wind-turbines (65.9%) and the Griffon Vulture the species that suffered most casualties (62.4%). The mortality was estimated at 0.03 individuals per wind-turbine/mo. The windfarms of Salajones and El Perdón were those where most collisions occurred. All of the windfarms studied form part of the migratory corridor of the Western Pyrenees. During the post-breeding migration and in the month of October high mortality was noted among passerines. A negative effect was observed on the migration of the Woodpigeon and other species of migratory birds (Great Cormorant, Black Kite, Red Kite, Common Crane, Redwing, Fieldfare, Calandra Lark, Skylark, Brambling, Serin, Goldfinch and Linnet). This effect caused the dispersion of large flocks into smaller groups, changes in flight trajectories, and collision risk situations. 31.3% of the wind-turbines under study created at least one situation of collision risk for the birds. Opportunistic scavengers are abundant in the windfarm surroundings; they are able to eliminate, in 48 hours, 75% of the carcasses used in the permanency tests.

                                            X                                   X

Note: here is the phrase that caused the controversy: "The mortality was estimated at 0.03 individuals per wind-turbine/mo." - It amounts to no less than a falsification of the estimate established by Dr. lekuona on pages 88 and 89 - I suggest you see for yourself by going to these pages, using the Google translator. The report is available here: www.iberica2000.org/documents/EOLICA/CASTELLANO/Informe_LEKUONA.pdf
How much of a falsification? – This much: 0.03 x 368 turbines = 11 fatalities. And if the reader pays attention to the "/mo" at the end of the word "turbine": 11 x 12 = 132 fatalities.

In short, the Summary reports 132 fatalities where there have been 7,150. 
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