        BIRD MORTALITY AT WINDFARMS

In California, researchers McCrary et al. (1986) estimated that 6,800 birds were killed annually at the San Gorgonio wind facility. 

The bird carcasses were mostly those of nocturnal migrants, and included 25 species: 15 passerine, 7 waterfowl, 2 shorebird and 1 raptor species.

Source: 

http://www.iberica2000.org/documents/EOLICA/REPORTS/Dave_Sterner_2002.pdf     put McCrary in the search box

NOTE:  this is a substantially higher mortality than that registered at the infamous Altamont Pass windfarm. But as the victims are mostly songbirds, they do not attract the same publicity as Altamont's golden eagles. 

COMMENTS:  spokespersons of the wind industry and their supporting organizations often pretend that high mortality at Altamont Pass is an exception. This posting proves it is not. And if you go to: www.iberica2000.org/Es/Articulo.asp?Id=1223  

you will realize that official reports in Belgium, Holland and Spain also point to high mortality in those countries, at varied windfarm locations. 

There are, of course, many reports that estimate lower levels of bird-kills. But this is hardly surprising: the very people who do the estimating have a vested interest in coming up with low numbers: in too many cases it is the key to their continued employment. 

The matter of bird mortality at windfarms is highly sensitive: a flow of billions of dollars in subsidies hinges upon it. All the ingredients are there to foment intellectual dishonesty, corruption, and deceit. It is therefore essential to keep a critical eye, and not take windpower rhetoric at face value.

More on the spin factor in the management of the bird mortality issue here: www.iberica2000.org/Es/Articulo.asp?Id=1227   

Signed: Mark Duchamp 

save-the-eagles@madrid.com  

Other papers on the subject:

www.iberica2000.org/Es/Articulo.asp?Id=1228   

